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After a Year of Ruin, Some Hope
|
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So what is the next step? Not to go all Mary Poppins, but with a
little bit of pluck, I think the media industry can work from here.
Let’s start by counting our blessings in 2009.
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Blogs and new-media sites are cartoonishly written off as places where people write up
the soup they just ate, but in the past year, many sites have added muscle and resources

. . . .
to the pursuit of news. Everyone knows about the reporting assets and influence of Buy Sports Tickets Tl?KETSNOW
Politico (Politico.com), but you know things have changed when Gawker (gawker.com), Wed, Jan. 13th, Los Angeles Lakers at Dallas From g
the attitudinous Manhattan media blog, is hiring the kind of reporters who pick up the 2010 7:30 PM  Mavericks $13-3800

Fri, Jan. 15th, Oklahoma City Thunder at From
phone. 2010 7:30 PM  Dallas Mavericks $5-$1500 WAl
. . . Sun, Jan. 17th,  Dallas Mavericks at Toronto From BUY
The founder of Gawker, Nick Denton, told me in a note that The Huffington Post and 2010 12:30 PM  Raptors $25-$259
TMZ have demonstrated that news scoops are the coin of the realm and that Gawker will =~ Mon, Jan. 18th,  Dallas Mavericks at Boston From gemy
.. .. C , 2010 8:00 PM  Celtics $35-$485
be heading in that direction. He suggested that the Web was further atomizing into sites .

o ) Wed, Jan. 20th, Dallas Mavericks at From BUY
that create original content and break news, and others that alter photos, float wild 2010 7:00 PM  Washington Wizards $14-$999
speculation or just gin up any old thing that will draw traffic. Fri, Jan. 22th,  Dallas Mavericks at From geyym

2010 7:00 PM  Philadelphia 76ers $8-$195

« . . . . . Sun, Jan. 24th, Dallas Mavericks at New From
If Gawker’s bloggers are barbarian invaders, they're Visigoths, who might have sacked 2010 1:00 PM. York Knicks $16-5650 Mkl
Rome, but were themselves refugees from the even more vicious Huns,” he suggested, Mara Eram TinkateRam «

sounding almost quaintly old media (although don’t look for them to start covering the
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Let’s remember that news of the biggest media merger story of the year — Comcast-NBC 1. Multicultural Critical Theory. At B-School?
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Captains of old-school magazine narrative like David Granger at Esquire and Terry Go to Complete List »
McDonell at Sports Illustrated are moving very aggressively to refashion their brands for
a tablet world and rightly so. When the iPhone is put on steroids, consumers will again
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be able to touch, flip and navigate serendipitously across things they want to see or learn
about. And if publishers are able to move out of the nomenclature of “subscriptions” for e
content and into the universe of “applications,” there may be some gold in those hills.
Nobody had it worse than newspapers in 2009, but it all depends on whom you ask. L |
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The much-feared atomization of the mass audience had some terrific side effects this
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year, creating an era of the mini-hit. AMC came up with a show, “Mad Men,” that
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Even NBC, which was sold for parts as near as we could tell, put together a Thursday
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night that is actually a destination at our house — “Community,” “Parks and Recreation,”

“The Office” and “30 Rock.” That reminded us that a suite of shows, carefully threaded,
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The long-in-the-tooth technologies still have plenty of life in them. While many folks
think it’s time for the legacy asset of print to get kicked to the curb, the writer Dave
Eggers gathered a tribe of like minds in San Francisco to put out the glorious, 320-page

one-shot Panorama, a newspaper with a wingspan almost of a condor (15 by 22 inches)
Sail on San Francisco Bay
Beautiful 36' sailboat. Experienced capt. Private tours. Call

foretelling a time when a printed newspaper will be a luxury item, a mass-niche product now.
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and journalistic ambitions to match. The $16 a copy Panorama sold out immediately,

that people will pay a great deal of money to get their hands on.
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folks include the big and well-financed like Texas Tribune (www.texastribune.org), the www.Porta-Bote.com

small and charming like Baltimore Brew (baltimorebrew.com) and some experiments Social Media 101 workshop

that seem less tentative all the time, like MinnPost (www.minnpost.com) and Voice of Learn how you can increase sales. Limited availability - sign
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San Diego (www.voiceofsandiego.org). www.eventbrite.com

It’s a reminder that journalists will do anything to avoid getting real jobs, including
conjuring a new kind of workplace that doesn’t include any of the legacy costs of trucks
and printing presses. Meanwhile, journalism schools are no longer content just to teach
the inverted pyramid. A few weeks ago, I was at CUNY’s graduate school of journalism
to help judge presentations from more than a dozen teams of young media
entrepreneurs. There were some clunkers, as there always are, but there were also some
scary good, real-world proposals from students who don’t have to think out of the box
because they were never in one to begin with.

I tried to be courteous and deferential, partly out of a small fear that I may work for one
of them someday. There are worse places to end up.
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